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had Irvine been strained by the rescue exertions.
All this is conjecture, though. And at the time
that Mallory was making his preparations he did
not know that Norton had reached 28,100 feet, or
how wonderfully Odell was acclimatizing. All he
knew was that, so far, Odell had not been accli-
matizing so well as the rest. And therefore the
best chance of reaching the summit seemed to be
by using oxygen.
On June 3rd Mallory and Geoffrey Bruce had
arrived back at Camp III straight from Camp V,
and together they now examined into the possi-
bilities of collecting sufficient porters capable of
carrying up oxygen supplies to Camp VI. The
men had improved in health as the result of rest
and fine weather ; and by dint of strong, personal
persuasion, Bruce was just able to get together
sufficient men. And while these negotiations were
proceeding Irvine was occupied in getting the
oxygen apparatus into efficient working order.
Odell at this time was with Hazard in Camp IV,
while that indefatigable and determined photo-
grapher Noel was established on the North Peak,
at an altitude of 23,000 feet, taking cinematograph
records.
Arrangements were completed on June 3rd, and
on the next day Mallory and Irvine climbed up to
the North Col again with the new porters. The
two climbers used oxygen and covered the distance
in the fast time of two and a half hours. They
were well pleased with the result, but Odell was